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UT from’ fome Scruptes then upon ne Mund about 
the Validity of oor Ordinations, towethcr with the 
4 ohe of the aul May frate to poe Forms 06 

W orth p. I refus"d to take the Overfight of 
Church, until the rzth of the following Afer:4, tho’ Twos 
urged toit. In the mean Time I was endeavou:oe to fi 
out the Truth refpeAing thefe Things ; and as one Mea a] 

Light, I made a Vifit to the Rev. Dean Beatie, ff 
Bithop of Chin in Ireland, who was then at New Prt on 
Rhede-Iftind. He treated me with great Humanity, and en- 
dcavour’d to convince me that « was my Duty to eo coves 
into the [ntereft of the Church of Perleed. And as I hod 
frecly told him mv Difficultics When I came to take m Leave 
of him he made me a Prefene of Mr. Ri herd Horber’s Brcle- 
fiafical Pelity. took further Pains, by reading, coowe ring 
and otherways, to get Satisfaction about my Duty 5 an by 
that Time the Day appointed for Ordination came, my 
Scruples were fo far remov'd, that I tho’t.1 aight falely re- 
ceive Ordination from the Miniffers chofen, and met towe- 
ther. Jmmediately before L took the Overfieht of the Flock, 
I did, before the Council and the Arathren of the Church, e«- 
prey renounce the Articles for Church Difeiphne drawn up 
at Say-Bresh, and took the general Pla:ferm of the Ge/ped tos 
my Rule ; vpon which the Church saenrmen/y vote! me to 
be their Paffor, and the Crmacil concur’d, and proceeded to 
Ordination. Lam firce thar, (tho’ for a Tire I hed eine 
Doubts) well fatisfied that the Seripiarcs make no Difference 
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between Bifbop and Prefbyter ; that Crist alone is King 
of his Church, and has given Laws to it, and Authority to 
execute them ; and that no Man has a Right by Fines or civil 
Force} to ‘bind any Manto Worthip Gop in this or that par- 
ticular Form. ? 

At the Time of myOrdination there were upwards of eighty 
Families belonging to our Congregation, befides fomeBapti/ts 
within the Parifh Bounds : the Number is encreas’d to about 
cone Hundred and twenty-eight belonging to my Charge, which 
by Computation, contain about fix Souls in a Family one 
with another; in the whole /even Hundredand /ixty-eight 
Souls, or there abouts. 

The Summer following my Ordination there was a great 
| Effufion of the Hoty Spirit upon the People. There ap- 
pear’d to bean uncommon Attention to the Preaching of the 
Word, and a difpofition to bearken to Advice ; and a se- 
markuble Concern about Salvation. Twas a general Inquiry 
among the Middle aged and Youth, What muff I do to be 
joved ? Great Numbcrs came to my Study, fome almoft 
every Day for feveral Months together, under manifeft Con- 
cern about their Souls. I feldom went into,a Houfe among 
my Neighbours, but they had fome free Difcourfe aboug 
Religion, or were fearching after the Meaning of fomeTexts 
of Scripture. I urg’d them very much to Works, and gave 
itas my Opinion (perhaps too haftily) that fuch awakened 
Souls ought to attend upon the Lord’s-Supper : and in lefs 
than ten Months fifty-two Perfons were added to the Church. 
‘There were fiveral whole Families baptiz’d. Many ,of the 
young People were greatly reformed : they turned theirMeet- 
ings for vain Mirth into Meetings for Prayer, Conference 
and reading Books of Piety. There was a Number of them 
kept are] gious Society about two Years ; and they not only 
behav’d fuberly, but tookPains to difwade others from Levity 
and frothy Converfation. But, altho’ there was fucha fair 
Profpect of a confiderable Harveft of Souls, I have no /pecial 
Reatons to make me think that many were favingly conver- 
ted to Gop in that Seafon of Concern. Many indeed, made 
an open Profeffion of Religion, but there were very few did 
it under a Notion that faving Grace is neceflary in order toa 
lawful Attendance upon the Lerd’s-Supper. Nor have we, in 
our Admiffions to Communion,. ever acted upon that Prin- 
ciple, but the contrary. Hence it came to pafs that we 
’ found 
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found no Ufe for Relations, as they are called, but Jaid then? 

by from the Beginning of my Miniftry, tho’ ‘they had been ' 

of conftant Ufe in my Predeceflors Day. And truly I’m of 

Opinion that the venerable Mr. Noyes a@ted right upon his 

Principle of admitting none but what were, in a . Judemen: of 4 
Charity, converted Perfons. For tho’ we can’t attain fauch H 

pofitive Marks of Grace as to form an infallible JFudement 

concerning the fpiritual State of others, yet fuch Marks may | 
be had from an Account of their Experiences added to thei it 

Lite, as are fufficient to found a pofitive ‘fudgment of Char ity 

with Refpeé to their fpiritualState. And it looks highly rea 

fonable to me, that the Community fhould be allowed wiedee 
of their Experiences as well as of their moral Condu@. Why \ 
any Minitter fhou’d aflume the Prerogative to himfelf any 

more than all other Power, without che concurring Judgment A 
of the Church, is what Ido not well underftand : Nor do I 

fee how a Church, aéting upon fuch a Principle, can give up 
their Right, or yet give their Vote to admit Perfons un- 
der a Notion of their being converted, without hearing their 


Experiences. 1 muft confefs, to me, it looks like judging a rl 
Matter before they have heard it. But then, I think we acted t 
equally right, upon the Syppofition that Perfons may lawfully i 
come to the Lord’s-Table knowing themfelves unconverted, q 
or having no good Grounds to hope that they are in a State of it 
Grace: for they being admitted upon fuch a Principle, have ; 
no Chriftian Experience to relate. } 
But to return from this Digreffion: In that Day I ux e 
greatly in Love with Arminian Principles, and efpecially | , 
abhor’d the Do@trine of Gop’s ABSOLUT ESOVEREIGNTY | ‘ 


and that might be one Reafon why awaken’d Souls fel! fho 

of a faving Change, and fettled down upon the Righteo sufnef 
of the Law. The Doétrines that are natural for a Man o 
fuch Principles to preach, you know, are calculated to grat fs 


the Pride of Men, to give them exalted Thoughts of thei: 

own Duties. I was exceedingly pleafed with Dr. Tillot/ox"s 
Notions about the Power of Man to perform the Co ' 
ditions of the Goipel ; or to do that to whichGopn has }: “n'd ' 
the Promife of fpecial Grace ; and fome other Sashes of 
his that feem to be calculated to uphold fuch an Opinion 4 


Dr. Clark alfo, and others of the like Stamp, that have 
calculated a Scheme of Religion fuited to the corrupt Views 
of an haughty Heart, were my beloved Authors. [ had 4 


| 








124 Lyme Weft Parifp. 


Zeal of God, but not a laudable one, becaufe it was not ac- 
cording to Knowledge. Being ignorant of Gio. ’s Righteou/ne/s, 
I endeavour’d to get others to effablifh their own Righteou/nefs, 
and to keep them fram /ubmitting unto the Righteou/ne/s 
of GOD. 

’ ? Tis now more than ten Years fince I have feen Caufe to 
renounce Arminian Principles, and turn quite about in fome 
of the moft important Doétrines of the Cor:fian Religion: 
and confequently, you may well think, Szr, that there was 
as great an Alteration in my Preaching: for I have all along 
preach’d, (as I fuppofe other Minifters do) agreeable to my 
own Sentiments. But Gop knows with how little Succefs 
I infifted upon the Things which I had learned and been 
atiured of. Nothing feem’d to make any deep and lafting 
Impreffions for good upon the Minds of People in general : 
it look’d to me, they liv’d eafy without CuristT, and with- 
out Gon in the World. Our young People took unwarranta- 
ble Liberties ; Night-walking, Frolicking, and deud Practices, 
fume grew bold in, and encourag’d and corrupted others 
thereby : Others fell into Party-Quarrels, and grew uneafy 
with the Plainnefs of the Preaching, and were pleas’d fome- 
times, to call it Cenforioufnefs ; efpecially if I told them, 
*¢ that | could not, upon our Praétice, reckon Converfions 
«© by the Number of thofe that had joined to the Ch:rch; 
** or that I feared very few had been converted fince my 
‘¢ Miniftry among them ; and when I infifted upon it that 
** an external Proteffion of the true Religion, join’d with a 
‘+ good Degree of doérinal Knowledge, external Devotion, 
‘* negative Blamelcfnefs, and the like, were not good Evi- 
*¢ dences that a Perfon was a real Chriftian ;_ but infifted 
‘¢ upon it that all were /prritually dead by Nature,muft havea 
‘* Principle of /pirstual Life implanted ,muft be converted to 
*¢ Gon, have fenfible Communion with CHrIstT, and live 
** a Life of Faith, as they would entertain well grounded 
** Hopes of Heaven.’’ Thefe were hard Sayings, and many 
wou’d not receive them. Thus it was with us for /everal 
ears, until I was awfully deferted of Gop, and got into a 
very duil, legal Frame my felf, and then fome were better 
pleas’d. 

’Tis now almoft four Years fince it pleafed Gop to 
ftrengthen and enlarge my Defires after the Increafe of 
Curist’s Kingdom, and to ftir me up to more ardent En- 

deavours 
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deavours after the eternal Welfare of immortal Souls. Chrift 
and his Caufe grew exceeding precious ; and one Soul appear’d 
of more Worth than a Thoufand Worlds ; the Souls that 
were committed to my Charge lay with vaft Weight and 
Tendernefs upon my Mind. The State of Religion look’d 
difmal: But few Inflances of Perfons that J cou’d meet with 
among them, that feem’d to be fuitably aftected with the Mi- 
feries of a perifhing World, and the decaying State of Relt- 
gion. The Newsof Mr. Woitefield’s rifing up with great 
Zeal for HolinefS and Souls, had great Influence upon my 
Mind : God made Ufe of frequent Accounts about him to 
awaken my Attention, to humble me for paft Deadnefs, and 
roufe me up to fee my own Standing, and found an Alarm in 
fome poorSort, to a drowfy,carelefsPeople. When he came 
to Bo/ton the venerableDr.Colman wrote me anAccount of his 
Zeal and Succefs in his daily Miniftrations among them ; 
which I freely communicated to one and another as I[ had 
Opportunity ; hoping that fuch Accounts from a Father of 
the Country, f> juftly efteem’d, might have an happy Effect : 
and doubtlefs it was made Ufe of, by a gracious God, to 
draw the Attention of many among us, and ftir up their 
Diligence in hearing the Word preached. 

Some time after Mr. Vhitefield had been thro’ this Colony 
(tho’ he came not by the Way of Lyme) ourPeople Were more 
generally rous’d up to bethink themfelves, and converfe about 
Religion. Probably the frequent Accounts of the Succefs 
he had in many Places were ferviceable among us. But more 
e/pecially my going to hear him at New- Haven and fome other 
Places : this gave me a different turn of Tho’t about him 
and his Preaching ; and {atisfy’d me more fully that there 
were many Mifreprefentations of him and his Views ; and, I 
believe,ferv’d as a Means to take off the Prejudices that fome 
among us had conceiv’d againft the Effects of his Miniftry. 

A little after he left New- England, | heard of a very great 
Concern upon the Minds of many-People at Hartford; ef- 
pecially among the Children ‘and Youth. The various Ac- 
counts we had about them ftir’d me up to take Pains, that, 
if it might be, I fhould underftand the true Spring of all their 
Concern. Tothis End I frequently converfed with Perfons 
that told me they had feen very furprifing Effeéts of fome 
Caufe : they alfo told me the Effeéts ; and, fome of them 
told me of many Queftions they afk’d the Perfons under the 
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furprifing Operations, and the Anfwers they gave them ; 
which gave fome contiderable Hope, that there was a glori- 
ous Work of God’s Grace among them. But I could not 
be eafy ftill for want of further Light ; and therefore I wrote 
feveral Letters to Gent/emen in thatTown, whom I tho’t were 
judicious and prudent, defiring particular Accounts of the 
moft extraordinary Faéts obfervable among them: and one 
of them wrote me a prudent and difcreet Anfwer, relating 
to fome Matters of Fa&t, and added, that ’twas his Opinion 
the Spirit of God was pour’d out among them very glorioufly, 
Yet ftill, I wanted further Light if it was to be had ; and 
therefore on the 11th of March 1740,1. I fet out upona Vi- 
fit to that Place and People, and to converfe with the Mini- 
fiers there. Mr.Whitman,one of the Minifters of that Town 
gave mea particular & very furprifingAccount of fomeThings 
he had certainKnowlege of ; efpecially of the ftrongConfola- 
tions of fumePerfons, & the greatDiftrefs of others. He kindly 
related fome Difcourfe of a Number once at his own Houfe ; 
and fome extraordinary Diftrefies of many Perfons at a reli- 
gious Meeting : Facts that he knew, and Inquiries that he 
made to find out the Rife of them : And when I afk’d his 
Judgment upon the Things he had related, he told, as I re- 
member, that he did not doubt, but the Perfons in ge- 
neral, who had been thus affeCted, were, at that Time, un- 
der the Influence of God’s Holy Spirit ; and that a very gra- 
cious Manifeftation of Mercy had been made among them. 
This Pains I tho’t necefflary to take, and much more that 
wou’d be too tedious to relate at prefent. The Enemy of 
Souls was very bufy,and much Pains were taken to reprefent 
the extraordinary Things we heard of from Abroad, as the 
Effect of an heated Imagination, or meer LEnthufiafm and 
Diforder. *T was nois’d about, as if the Country wou’d be 
undone if fuch a Spirit fhou’d have a general Spread ; and 
Religion wou’d be banifh’d from all the Churches. I ob- 
ferv’d that this was the Cry e¢fpectal/y among thofe that had 
been the loofer Sort, and feem’d now afraid of any Concern 
about their eternal State ; and that gave me fome Grounds to 
think that indeed theLord was about to do fome greatThings 
for theChurch which had been fo long {unk down into almoft 
seer Formality. 
Upon my return Home from Hartford, I had further Ac- 
counts by Letters icom the venerable Dr, Cotman of a 
erful 
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derful Progrefs of the Gofpel at Boffon and the Towns round 
about, by the Blefling of Gop upon the fervent Minittry of 
Mr. Tennent, and their own Paftors. So that by the latter 
End of March | was furnifhed with a confiderable Hiftory of 
the Work from many Places, attefted by credible W itnefles ; 
and from what I receiv’d from their Mouths and their Hand- 
writing, I was able to relate certain Matters of Fact, in a 
Light vaftly different from what they had been reprefented in 
among us; and to add the Judgment of wife, prudent and 
judicious Mimifters concerning them and the true Spring of 
them. And therefore on the agth of that Month I preach’d 
from J/ai. 60. 8. from which my /pecial Defign was to 
rectify thofe Miftakes, about the religious Affairs abroad, 
that had been fpread among us ; and to give an Hiffory of 
certain Faéts, together with the Opinion of thofe Minitters 
and fome others, concerning the Rife of thofe Things, that 
had been fo much the Converfation and Amufement of the 
People. The Hiftory and Application of it in this Sermon, 
had greater vi/ihle Effects upon the Auditory, than ever I had 
feen before in the Courfe of my Miniftry. 

But before I give a particular Account of thefe Effeéts,and 
other Things that have more /ately fallen under my Obferva- 
tion refpecting Religion, either at Home or Abroad, I beg 
your Patience a little, and your Leave alfo juft to mention 
four or five Preliminaries which I have made Ufe of in this 
Seafon ; and which, I am humbly of Opinion, others ought 
to carry in their Minds as true, via. 

1. lam humbly of Opinion, that it is mot reafonable for 
any ta conclude Perfons to be under the Lnfiuences of the Holy 
Spirit, either in convincing of Sin or in /anétifying the Soul, 
meerly becaufe they cry ut aloud, faint-away, or the like ; 
even tho’ this be obferv’d under the faithful Preaching of the 
nioft important Truths of Religion. Tho’ it may look hope- 
ful and encouraging, yet it is not fufficient to draw a Conclu- 
fion : wherever Men take upon them to judge in any Metter, 
they ought, certainly, to look upon themfelves obliged to get 
the beftEvidence of the Truth that can be had. And who will 
pretend but that we may get clearer Light of the Reality of 
Perfons being under divine Influence than what fprings from 
bodily Agitations ? Nay it is a clear Cafe that Perfons may 
be thrown into Hyfterifms, Faintings, Out-Cries, &c. and 
that under the Miniftration of Truth ; b) ihe meer Power of 
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Imagination, a fudden Fright, or bodily Difeafe. And this 
} have-fegn to my Satisfaétion formerly, before ever I wasa 
Piescher of the Gofpel, as well as more lately. As then, 
thefe bodily Seizures nay arife from, or be eccafion’d by 
many other Things befides the Influence of the Holy Spirit 
upon the Soul, it is not reafonable to conclude that they 
do arife from that Scource, without fome further Evidence to 
convince us of it. Nor, 

2. Is it reasonable, I think, for any to conclude Perfns are 
mot under the convincing or fanétrfying Influences of the 
Holy Spirit, becaufe they tremble, cry-out aloud, fall down as 
dead, or have great bodily Difurders of fuch a Nature. For 
altho’ thefe bodilvyCommotions my be from anotherScource ; 
yet, they may alfo fpring trom the Operations of the Holy 
Spirit upon the Mind. Nor can I fee any Need that the 
Reafon of the greateft Philofpher, or the moft judicious 
Divine thould reproach him for believing. aPerfon to be under 
the Influences of theHol Spirit meerly becaufe of fuch Ef ts 
upen the Body. Have not the Soul and Body mutual I flu- 
ences upon each other ? Don’t the dail, Occurrenees of Life 
make this manifeftt ? How common is it.for Perfons to cry 
out, fall into Hyfterick-Fits, and bodily Agonies, from 
worldly Sorrow? Why then fhould it be deem’d a ftrong 
Prefumption of Delufion, merely becaufe Perfons have thete 
Agonies under Sermons ? Is not the true Difcovery of Sin, 
and the confuming Vengeance of God more fhocking and 
dif nal, than any fad Scene of temporal Evils? If fo, then 
it muft be unreafonable for any Man to argue againtt the 
Reality of {piritual Conviétions, merely becaufe Perfons are 
thrown into thefe bodily Diftrefles. Certainly he wou'd not 
fhew himfelf a Man, nor act the Part of a Phil fopher. And 
fo, how common is it upon fome joyful Occations, tor ome to 
weep, another to faint and be overcome, and a third cry-out 
aloud ? Who, unlefs a Stoick Soul, is ata Lofs for the 
Reafon ? And why a quiek and affeéting Senfe of pardoning 
(race, and an Interett in the Favour of G J, may not be 
fuppofed to have the hike Effects upon the Body, ts what no 
Man, I believe, is able to fay. And if Philofophers can’t 
cifprove a Work of the Spirit of God from fuch bodily Agi- 
tations, ‘tis certain that aDivine will be as little able todo it. 


( To be continued.) 
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